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25 A¥ (The Characters in the Play)

T KERERE A RKRER (Shite [main actor]...Taro-kaja: Tojiro, YAMAMOTO)
7 K2 JUAEKER (Ado [the supporting actor]...The Master of Taro-kaja: Rintaro, YAMAMOTO)
7 K- ILAR|E (Ado [the supporting actor]...The Master of Tea Shop [Norishige, YAMAMOTO])
7 KA : IUAZFRAKES (Ado [the supporting actor]...The Uncle [Yasutaro, YAMAMOTO])

[ A& (Terminology) ]

VT RERES DFE AL,  (Shite : The, main actor in Noh and Kyogen.)
7 K : EEDBE®E, (Ado: The supporting actor to the shite in kyogen is called Ado.)
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[Synopsis]

An uncle of Taro-kaja’s master asked his nephew for woods to reconstruct his house for the
celebration of his appointment to an office. Then the master prepared 30 pieces of woods and asks
Taro-kaja to carry them to his uncle on six cows with a barrel filled with sake on Taro-kaja’s back. As sky
1s overcast as if it snows soon, Taro-kaja is reluctant to obey his master at first since it seems to be too
hard to carry them in the snow. When the master requests it again for giving Taro-kaja a drink of sake,
he takes on the job gladly because he likes sake so much.

Meanwhile, the uncle waits impatiently for woods and comes to a teahouse on the pass in the snow
and takes a nap in an inner room. Taro-kaja struggles to walk in the heavy snow driving six cows and
finally arrive at the teahouse on the pass. Although Taro-kaja asks a teahouse owner for sake feeling so
cold, the owner runs out of sake and recommends Taro-kaja to drink sake on his back instead. Taro-kaja
hesitates at first but can’t resist the temptation to drink sake on his back and starts drinking sake with
the teahouse owner. Taro-kaja enjoys drinking sake watching the snow fall that annoyed him on the
mountain road. Under the influence of alcohol, Taro-kaja performs “Rabbit Dance” and asks the
teahouse owner to dance. Taro-kaja gives all woods on six cows to the teahouse owner in return for his
dance and gets dead drunk.

In the mean time, the uncle comes out and wakes Taro-kaja, then realizes a letter from his nephew in
the bosom of Taro-kaja. For the uncle’s question about woods on six cows that is described in the letter,
Taro-kaja tries to deceive him with saying that “Woods on six cows” is the proper name of Taro-kaja that
his master gave him. About the quest for sake, Taro-kaja tries to evade him with saying that cows
enticed him to drink sake.
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[Highlight]

The highlights of this Kyogen play are the scenes of mountain road and drinking sake. In the former
scene, Taro-kaja depicts how much he struggles to drive six cows on a mountain road in the heavy snow
only with his gestures and a whip. In the latter scene, Taro-kaja expresses how he is getting excited
more and more with drinking sake through the dialogue with the teahouse owner. It is a charming sight
to behold the dance scene where they dance joyfully with tipsy steps under the influence of alcohol.
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