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(%3] (Kyogen : “Shuron [Religious Dispute]”)

& 5 2Z%26E%%E  (Kita Noh Theatre)

B BF:20174 10 H 15 B (Aired on Oct. 15th, 2017 by NHK)
W Uk FiRiE (Tzumi School)

2 AW (The characters in the play)

T8 B A E 2T (Shite [main actor]...The Monk of Jodo Sect: Mansai, NOMURA)

7 K-k . aAZERE (Ado [the supporting actor]...The Monk of Hokke Sect: Yukio, ISHIDA)

7 R BROEAN : mEFIE (Ado [the supporting actor]...The Landlord [Kazunori, Takanol)
[Fi3& (Terminology) ]

T L RERHEEDEAL, (Shite : The, main actor in Noh and Kyogen.)
7 K : EFE0BESE, (Ado: The supporting actor to the shite in kyogen is called Ado.)
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[Synopsis]

On the way back to Kyoto from the visit to Mt. Minobu [currently in Yamanashi Prefecture], a monk of
Hokke Sect of Buddhism happens to travel with a monk of Jodo Sect of Buddhism who is on the way
back from the visit to Zenko-ji Temple [currently in Nagano Prefecture]. When they realize that their
companions belong to the rival sects, the Hokke monk tries to take leave of the opponent, but the Jodo
monk does not get away from the other one. They speak ill of the opponent sects and hold up their
descendent rosaries over the opponent heads with each other. When the Hokke monk runs into an inn,
the Jodo monk follows him and stays in the same room. They argue about the superiority of their sects
and arrive at an agreement in which the loser will change his sect to the opponent one. They remain
unsettled even after whole night argument and fall asleep. The Jodo monk wakes up in the next
morning and starts reciting the sutras as a morning service, then the Hokke monk also starts his
religious service not to be outdone by the opponent. When the Jodo monk performs Odori Nenbutsu that
is the chant with dancing, the the Hokke monk repeats Odori Daimoku that is the chanting sutras with
dancing in the Hokke style. While they are turning around with dancing, they carelessly recite the
opponent sutras with each other. Then they perceive that Hokke Sutra and Mida Sutra, the sutra of
Jodo sect, should not be discriminated, and they finally get reconciled.
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[Highlight]
The mutual rival relationship between Jodo and Hokke with the sectarian conflict is described as the
contrast of the personality of unsophisticated Jodo Monk and square Hokke Monk. Although the
primary purposes of two sects are supposed to be same, the religious argument tends to be intolerant for
being obsessed with their own methods. This kyogen play describes such a genuine issue as an ironical
comedy and leads to the bright conclusion where the two monks perceive the true teachings of Buddha
after the cheerful dance performances of “Odori Nenbutsu” and “Odori Daimoku”.
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